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CHAPTER III.

THE affection entertained by Lady Elliot for her sister,
Mrs. Harris, seems to have been one of the most
strongly-marked traits in her character. Left orphans
at an early age, the elder had not only loved but pro-
tected the younger, and, as has been said before, when
Maria married, Harriet found a home with her.
Through life the great pleasure of the sisters was to h#
together, and when apart their correspondence was
closely kept up. Their first separation took place in
the autumn of 1777, when Harriet, at the early age
of sixteen, married Mr* Harris,1 then British Minister
at St. Petersburg, and accompanied her husband to
Eussia; not without casting many a longing lingering
look behind. * For you are to know, Lady Elliot/ wrote
she on her journey, c that of all the countries I have
seen, I like none so well as England; for though the
views are fine, and the mountains high and vast and
great, and the rivers wide, and the towns fortified, I
prefer the little Remenham,2 with, the purling Thames,
and the gradual hills, and the green boat, and the sight
of you rowing in it, to all and everything. By-the-

1  Created a K.C.B. in 1779, and a Peer in 1788.

2  A villa on the Thames belonging to the Amyands.